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Problem: Global databases of MPAs and other 

marine management areas are pretty pathetic

Problem: It’s currently difficult to distinguish 

between different MPA protection levels and 

management schemes

Problem: Global community is not meeting agreed-

upon MPA targets and timelines

Problem: When we look at anything above 

minimum protection levels we’re even farther 

behind

Let’s not pat ourselves on the back yet



What is an MPA?



Are we there yet?
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Increases in Protected Area + No Take…



California Environmental Associates (2012)

Increases in Protected Area + No Take…



…but most in just a handful of places

* MPAs ≥ 75,000 km2

Very Large Marine Protected Areas (VLMPAs)*



MPA size classes

A:  <0.1 km2

B:  0.1–1 km2

C:  1–10 km2

D:  10–100 km2

E:   100–1,000 km2

F:  1,000–10,000 km2

G:  10,000–100,000 km2

H:  >100,000 km2

Total # of MPAs: 5669
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Global size distribution of MPAs
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1.Put everything in if it looks or sounds like an MPA
a. Pull from big global databases

b. Pull from regional and national databases

2. Start taking things out
a. Large fishery management zones with dubious 

MPAness (e.g, no site-based management)

b. Fix erroneous data and bad boundary data

c. Not all are created equal

i. Start color coding protection categories

ii. Stop summing up global % coverage of all MPAs, do 

it by category

Trying to make sense of it



Step 1:  Okay, just put it on a map already



Coming this summer: Protection Categories





SeaStates 2013

Quantitative ranking of protection 

by governments

Key Findings:

• Most states and territories are 

failing to protect our marine life, 

beaches & seafood

• Only 4 states/territories protect 

>1% of their coastal waters in 

no-take marine reserves





Web demo



Sign up

Go to MPAtlas.org and become a contributor and MPA 

Champion

Contact

Russell.Moffitt@marine-conservation.org


