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OverviewOverview

•• MMA Inventory BasicsMMA Inventory Basics
•• Status of Data CollectionStatus of Data Collection
•• Analyzing the InventoryAnalyzing the Inventory
•• Linking to International EffortsLinking to International Efforts
•• Take Home MessagesTake Home Messages



Federal Advisory Committee Meeting Federal Advisory Committee Meeting 
MMA Inventory Status MMA Inventory Status –– National MPA CenterNational MPA Center33SlideSlide

MMA Inventory StrategyMMA Inventory Strategy

•• Step I: Build an Inventory of existing U.S. Step I: Build an Inventory of existing U.S. MMAsMMAs
•• Develop MMA criteria definitionsDevelop MMA criteria definitions

•• Seek public commentSeek public comment

•• Populate the database with descriptive information Populate the database with descriptive information –– location, location, 
physical and biological features, authorities, management physical and biological features, authorities, management 
approaches, and issues of concernapproaches, and issues of concern

•• Collaborate with partners to ensure the information is usefulCollaborate with partners to ensure the information is useful

Three Step ProcessThree Step Process

•• Step III: Develop the list of U.S. MPAsStep III: Develop the list of U.S. MPAs
•• Process to be developed through consultation with Federal Process to be developed through consultation with Federal 

Advisory CommitteeAdvisory Committee

•• Step II: Conduct scienceStep II: Conduct science––based assessments to based assessments to 
help define a National System of help define a National System of MPAsMPAs
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Defining Marine Protected AreasDefining Marine Protected Areas

Executive Order 13158’s Definition:Executive Order 13158’s Definition:

““ Marine Protected Area means anyMarine Protected Area means any areaarea of theof the
marine environmentmarine environment that has beenthat has been reservedreserved by by 
Federal, State, territorial, tribal local laws or regulations Federal, State, territorial, tribal local laws or regulations 
to provideto provide lastinglasting protectionprotection for part or all of the for part or all of the 
natural andnatural and cultural resourcescultural resources therein.”therein.”

Key Terms:Key Terms:
1.  Area1.  Area 4.  Lasting4.  Lasting
2.  Marine environment2.  Marine environment 5.  Protection5.  Protection
3.  Reserved3.  Reserved 6.  Cultural resources6.  Cultural resources



Current MMA  Criteria Current MMA  Criteria 

submerged cultural resourcessubmerged cultural resources
CulturalCultural

a) an area of the ocean or a) an area of the ocean or 
coastal waters (including coastal waters (including 
intertidal intertidal areas, bays or areas, bays or 

estuaries) or b) an area of the estuaries) or b) an area of the 
Great Lakes or their connecting Great Lakes or their connecting 

waterswaters

MarineMarine

greater within boundariesgreater within boundaries
can be single speciescan be single speciesProtectionsProtections

protections enacted for a protections enacted for a 
minimum of 2 years duration; minimum of 2 years duration; 
within each year, a minimum within each year, a minimum 

of 3 months continuous of 3 months continuous 
protection at the same protection at the same 

locationlocation

Duration Duration 
(Lasting)(Lasting)

established through established through 
legislation/regulationslegislation/regulationsReservedReserved

must have boundariesmust have boundaries
upland areas are not upland areas are not 

included, though GIS will included, though GIS will 
include boundary of upland include boundary of upland 

areaarea

AreaArea

Current MMA CriteriaCurrent MMA Criteria
(from Fed.  Reg. Notice)(from Fed.  Reg. Notice)CriteriaCriteria Oyster River

State Waters

fall 
line

Unit 2

Unit 1

Big Bird 
Wildlife 
Refuge

Rockfish Banks 
Ecological 
Reserve

Shad 
Seasonal 
Fishery 
Closure

Oyster 
River 

Special 
Manage

ment 
Area

Telecom
Cable

Corridor

Shipwreck
Shoals 
Historic 

Site

Bridgeport
WWTP

No 
Swimming 

Zone

No 
Anchoring 

Zone

Harbor Light 
State Park

Relic  Reef Special 
Protection Area

Shad Run

Federal Waters
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Data collection form and toolData collection form and tool

Data form has 5 sections Data form has 5 sections 
•• General Information General Information 

Contact & structural InformationContact & structural Information

•• Site DescriptionSite Description
Boundaries & land/water areasBoundaries & land/water areas

•• Legal Authority and Legal Authority and 
Regulations Regulations 

•• Site Management & Site Management & 
purposepurpose

Issues of management concernIssues of management concern
Activities allowed/restrictedActivities allowed/restricted

•• ZonesZones

Existing data can be loaded Existing data can be loaded 
from Excel spreadsheetsfrom Excel spreadsheets
StandStand--alone data collection tool alone data collection tool 
Approximate time per site: 1 Approximate time per site: 1 
1/2 1/2 –– 4 hours4 hours
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MMA Inventory Federal StatusMMA Inventory Federal Status

Total Total –– 251 sites251 sites
National Estuarine Research Reserve (25)National Estuarine Research Reserve (25)
National Marine Sanctuaries (14)National Marine Sanctuaries (14)
National Marine Fisheries Service (47)National Marine Fisheries Service (47)
National Park Service (39)National Park Service (39)
National Wildlife Refuge (162)National Wildlife Refuge (162)
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State Advisory GroupState Advisory Group

Working with the States, Territories Working with the States, Territories 
and Commonwealthsand Commonwealths

•• Advise on state/territorial data collection & other Advise on state/territorial data collection & other 
issuesissues

•• Contacts for wider state group needsContacts for wider state group needs

•• Members:Members:

Bob Bailey (OR) Bob Bailey (OR) –– Chair      Chair      Kathleen Kathleen LeydenLeyden (ME)(ME)

AthlineAthline Clark Clark –– Vice Chair (HI)Vice Chair (HI) Cathy Cunningham (MI)Cathy Cunningham (MI)

Brian Baird (CA)Brian Baird (CA) Jeb Boyt  Jeb Boyt  (TX)(TX)

Susan SnowSusan Snow--Cotter (MA) Cotter (MA) Dr. Gerry Davis (GU) Dr. Gerry Davis (GU) 
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MMA Inventory State StatusMMA Inventory State Status

Hawaii
Alaska

Guam
American 
Samoa

U.S. Virgin 
Islands

Northern 
Mariana
Islands Puerto RicoHawaii Guam

American 
Samoa

U.S. Virgin 
Islands

Northern 
Mariana
Islands Puerto Rico

Alaska
Northern 
Mariana
Islands

Initial Discussions/Meetings Held  (24)

Data Collection in progress (10) 

Data Collection complete (1)

60

17

124

18

43

29
12

10
15 20

42

60 11
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Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions

How many sites are currently in the MMA How many sites are currently in the MMA 
Inventory, defined by program ? Inventory, defined by program ? 
What is the total area of U.S. waters managed What is the total area of U.S. waters managed 
for conservation or cultural purposes ?for conservation or cultural purposes ?
What is the overlap of MMA sites among What is the overlap of MMA sites among 
different agencies? different agencies? 
What are the top four reasons sites are What are the top four reasons sites are 
established?established?
Are sites effective in meeting their Are sites effective in meeting their 
management goals?management goals?
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Information on MPA.GOV Web SiteInformation on MPA.GOV Web Site

Launched in Dec. 2000Launched in Dec. 2000

Background on E.O.Background on E.O.

InventoryInventory

Searchable databaseSearchable database

AtlasAtlas

State section (coming)State section (coming)

LibraryLibrary

Case studiesCase studies

Advisory CommitteeAdvisory Committee

Monthly updatesMonthly updates
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Linking to International Linking to International 
EffortsEfforts

•• Partnerships with The Commission of Partnerships with The Commission of 
Environmental CooperationEnvironmental Cooperation
•• North American Marine Protected Areas North American Marine Protected Areas 

Network Network 
•• North American Biodiversity Information North American Biodiversity Information 

Network Portal Network Portal 

•• World Commission Monitoring CentreWorld Commission Monitoring Centre
•• World Congress on Protected AreasWorld Congress on Protected Areas
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Next StepsNext Steps

•• Complete federal and state data collection Complete federal and state data collection ––
target date Jan 2004 target date Jan 2004 

•• Compile GIS boundaries for all sites by June Compile GIS boundaries for all sites by June 
20042004

•• Improve data collection, editing, distribution Improve data collection, editing, distribution 
and mapping capabilities on web siteand mapping capabilities on web site

•• Conduct pilot regional analysis on West Conduct pilot regional analysis on West 
Coast in fall 2003Coast in fall 2003
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Questions?


