






Task Team 2010

• Identify to strengthen and expand the linkages

• Short-term

• Action focused

• 12 members

– 9 Federal agencies

– 2 IOOS Regional Associations



• Identify end user products MPA managers need to 
determine if the MPA & MPA network are operating 
as designed

• Identify environmental parameters and processes 

that are most important to MPA managers to 
enhance understanding of dynamic marine 
ecosystems and ecosystem health

• Recommend steps to expand the environmental 

reference network by adding marine sites



MPA IOOS Task Team Members (11):

• Mr. Charly Alexander, IOOS
• Dr. Robert Brock, NOAA/NMFS & MPA Ctr.
• Mr. Thom Curdts, National Park Service
• Ms. Heather Kerkering, CeNCOOS
• Dr. Brian Melzian, EPA*
• Dr. Ru Morrison, NERACOOS
• Ms. Rondi Robison, MPA Center
• Dr. Whit Saumweber, NERR*
• Dr. Karsten Shein, NCDC*
• Ms. Julia Townsend, MPA Center
• Mr. Bret Wolfe, US Fish and Wildlife

*attended portion of discussions via phone

Attending Experts (14):

• Dr. Sarah Allen, National Park Service
• Dr. Lisa Beever, National Estuarine Program
• Dr. Stephen K. Brown, NOAA/NMFS
• Dr. Gary Davis, GEDavis and Associates & MPA 

Federal Advisory Committee
• Dr. Steve Gittings, National Marine Sanctuaries
• Dr. Phil Levin, National Marine Fisheries Service
• Dr. Dwayne Porter, University of South Carolina
• Dr. Cheri Recchia, California MPA Monitoring 

Enterprise
• Dr. Steve Rumrill, University of Oregon & South 

Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve
• Mr. Joe Schumacker, Quinault Indian Nation & 

MPA Federal Advisory Committee
• Dr. Curt Storlazzi, USGS
• Dr. Charlie Wahle, MPA Center
• Dr. Brock Woodson, Stanford University
• Mr. Joseph Uravitch, MPA Center



• A list of Ocean Monitoring parameters and/or 
processes;

• A description of a proof of concept observing activity

• A listing of key considerations and recommendations 
on the integration of MPAs as potential “reference” 
sites into the IOOS and on expanding the Climate 
Reference Network to marine sites. 
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CRN Network

• 114 Stations
• First 40 stations 

commissioned 2004 
• 114th station installed 

in 2008
• 2009 added soil 

moisture, temperature 
and RH

• Adheres to 10 GCOS 
Climate Monitoring 
Principals

• Plans:
– 29 additional sites in 

AK (FY09)
– some international 

(e.g., Tiksi, Russia)



A marine vision?
• Additional CRN stations 

situated inside MPAs

• Addition of standard marine 
element observations with 
dedicated monitoring and 
maintenance

• Resolve climate change and 
variation inside and around 
MPAs

• Seamless integration of 
observation with national and 
global climate observations 

• Improved understanding of 
coastal and near-shore climate 
change and variability

– Inform impact, vulnerability 
and adaptation planning

Bodega 6 WSW, CA (UC-Davis • Bodega Marine Lab)























• Presentation of progress

– November 2010: MPA FAC meeting 

– November 2010: Regional Coordination Workshop

– National System Partners

• Complete Task Team Report with 
Recommendations

• MPA managing agencies

– Vet results
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