
 What is the USARC? 
 
 

• Independent US federal government agency that advises 
Congress and the Office of the President 
 
• Established by the Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984 
 
• 7 presidentially appointed commissioners, and 4 staff in 
DC & Anchorage 
 
• By law, works directly with both Congressional and 
Executive branches 
 



     
 Goals Report Research Themes  

• Environmental Change 

• Human Health 

• Built Environment 

• Natural Resources & Renewable Energy 

• Cultures & Community Resilience 

• International Scientific Cooperation 

 
  

• promotes Arctic research 
 
• recommends policy to the 

President and Congress 
reflecting the advice of the 
scientific community, and the 
needs of the country. 

  
  

• obtains the broadest 
possible view of Arctic 
research needs 
 

• Communication and 
coordination 

 

US Arctic Research Commission 
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Federal Arctic research policy/process 
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Marine Protected Areas: The Arctic Council will 
enhance PAME‘s work on a Pan-Arctic Network of 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). During the U.S. 
Chairmanship, PAME will: create an inventory and 
map of existing Arctic MPAs; perform a “desktop 
study” of area-based conservation measures and their 
linkages with categories of Arctic biodiversity to create 
a toolbox in support of MPAs and MPA networks; and 
identify examples and best practices for stakeholder 
engagement and communication as a part of the project 
on Meaningful Engagement of Indigenous Peoples and 
Local Communities in Marine Activities. (PAME) 





NPRB Arctic Program  



USARC’s daily 
“Arctic Update” 

newsletter 
  

Subscribe at: 
www.arctic.gov 
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