
What is an MPA Anyway?



Definition

"Any area of the marine 
environment that has 
been reserved by 
Federal, State, 
territorial, tribal or local 
laws or regulations to 
provide lasting 
protection for part or all 
of the natural and 
cultural resources 
therein."

MPA



US MPA Programs



Background on US MPAs
• Over 100 years of marine 

protected areas

• Diverse programs with diverse 
goals

• Complex and overlapping 
jurisdictions



“any area of the marine environment 
that has been reserved by federal, state, 

territorial, tribal, or local laws or 
regulations to provide lasting protection
for part or all of the natural and cultural 

resources therein."

NOAA Definition of MPA

 Area 
 Marine
 Reserved
 Lasting
 Protection



“A protected area is a clearly defined geographical space, 
recognised, dedicated and managed, through legal or 

other effective means, to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with associated ecosystem 

services and cultural values”

IUCN Definition of Protected Area



The MPA Inventory
A comprehensive geospatial database designed to catalog and classify marine protected 

areas within U.S. waters, containing information on over 1,700 sites developed with 

extensive input from state and federal MPA programs.



MPA Inventory Data
• Site Name
• Management Agency
• Level of Government
• Level of Protection
• Marine Area 
• Year Established
• Permanence
• Constancy
• Scale of Protection
• Primary Conservation Focus
• Fishing Restrictions

 Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game
 State
 Zoned w/No Take Areas
 750 sq km 
 1989
 Permanent
 Year-round
 Focal Resource
 Sustainable Production
 Commercial Fishing Restricted



~



Recent Big Changes



Change over time…

Growth in numbers Growth in area



Where are MPAs?



Who Manages MPAs?



Common Misconceptions
 All MPAs are “no take” (MPAs 

keep out all fishing)

 My site isn’t an MPA

 MPAs fix everything

 MPAs fix nothing

 MPAs are only open ocean

 MPAs are only in California

 What are you even talking about?



Thanks!



MPAs by Conservation Focus



MPA Representativeness
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