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1880s: Harvard students surveyed Mt Desert Island

Recent: Re-surveys by citizen scientists show loss of 
20% of plant species

Current: phenology citizen science identifies species 
that don’t track climate change and may need 
management action

 Student leader Charles Eliot died young. His work 
inspired his father to form a group that helped 
create Acadia National Park



Citizen Science in Parks Inspires Learning 
and Stewardship

“We read about the BioBlitz in the 
newspaper, and I knew that Joshua would 
like it. He likes everything that’s outside. 
He’s at home out here.”



Citizen Science in Parks Informs Managers

Conditions of resources

Vulnerabilities to resources

Biodiversity in a park

New species (to park, to science)Archechiniscus biscaynei
New to science, 2010
tardigrage
(commonly known as a 
water bear) 



Over 1,300 visitors help monitor loons (MT species 
of special concern) and other fauna and flora

Data from citizen scientists can be as accurate as 
those from professionals

Park managers use data to plan non-native fish 
suppression to avoid disturbing loons.



Upper Columbia Basin I&M Network collaborates 
with park staff and teachers to involve high school 
students in monitoring density of Camas lilies and 
invasive plants.

Results are relevant to…

… studies of soil moisture

… plans to dam irrigation ditches and restore flooding

… studies of effect of traditional harvesting
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Building Capacity

On-line training course

NPS community of practice

BioBlitz “how-to” publication
(https://irma.nps.gov/App/Reference/Profile/2221051)

https://irma.nps.gov/App/Reference/Profile/2221051
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