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The SeaDoc Society 

• Science-based marine conservation organization 
• Since 2000, working to “Ensure the health of marine 

wildlife and their ecosystems through science and 
education” 

• Use science to improve management, policy and personal 
decisions about marine resources 

• NOT an advocacy group 
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A Sampling of 
MPA-Related Science 

• SeaDoc has annual science RFPs/targeted requests 
• Types of MPA Topics  

– MPA’s ability to safeguard native species from invasives 
– Rockfish larval dispersion 
– Evaluation of nearshore buffer zones as MPAs 
– Seafloor habitat mapping for arine spatial planning  
– Tribal perspectives on MPAs 
– MPAs and top predator impacts on fish populations 
– Evaluating Northern abalone adult aggregation for recovery 
– Efficacy of voluntary recovery zones and British Columbia’s  
Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) 

 
 



© J. Gaydos 

MPA-Related                
Science Translation 

• Science and Information to improve Decision-Making  
 

• Science Translation for— 
 
 

– Washington Fish & Wildlife Commission 
– Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
– Governor’s Office 
– Regional Marine Resource Committees 
– Others 
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2010 US Federal Listing 
of 3 rockfish species 

• Yelloweye (T) 
• Canary (T) 
• Boccacio (E) 

 
All Puget Sound / 
Georgia Basin DPS 
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2011 Transboundary Rockfish 
Recovery Workshop, Seattle, WA 

• Tribal perspective 
• Social science 
• Efficacy of British 

Columbia’s RCAs 
• Science known 
• Science still needed 

 



Economic Valuation of 
Recreational SCUBA  
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Parting Thoughts on PNW MPAs 
 

• Tribal perspective, involvement, and support is critical 
• Social science knowledge is not as far advanced as natural 

resource science 
• Rockfish and Abalone recovery present a pressing opportunity 

to consider a network of rocky-habitat MPAs in the region 
And…remember… 
• There’s a lot more here in the PNW beyond Puget Sound 
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